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Turtle Bay, or how a jig mimics a 

turtle… 

 

There are times every year when tales of 

regurgitated shad or crawfish in the level 

well are numerous.  Almost every time 

that same angler complains about the 

lost ounces at the scale.  We all do our 

best to reduce the shock to the bass in 

the live well, with aerators, ice and 

various approved chemical additives.  

The club does a fantastic job in returning 

the vast majority of our fish to the lake 

unharmed.  So where do turtles come in 

you may be asking? 

 

The water at Kentucky Lake has been 

extremely high like most of the waters in 

Kentucky.  The same levels were seen 

last year with every boat catching 

hundreds of fish.  However, 2011 would 

be different.  The numbers did not match 

2010 totals but weights at the scale 

would be higher, at least for the top 

finishers.  Let me correct that 

statement…by numbers being down I 

mean the total numbers of fish caught 

were down, but actual number of fish 

weighed was higher by 2…75 this year 

versus 73 last year.  For this year’s 

weights read on. 

 

Now to the turtles…Rick Fusner had 

high hopes coming in because his boater, 

Gary Melson, helped his co-angler finish 

in the money each of the first 3 

tournaments.  Rick would not finish in 

the money (he did come in 5
th

), but he 

would have a great story to tell.  Rick 

caught a really nice largemouth on 

Sunday that weighed over 3 pounds.  It 

may have weighed closer to 4 pounds if 

it had not regurgitated 4 baby turtles in 

the live well.  We all know bass eat 

several different things in the water, but 

I had never heard of a bass eating baby 

turtles.  Next question is when will 

Berkley come out with the Gulp Turtle 

bass bait and will Rick claim some 

design credit? 

 

The Tournament Top 4 

 

The tales I have heard in my LMBC time 

started with stories about Dale Siebert, a 

founding club member and former club 

president, that were about Dale’s ability 

with a crank bait.  It seems in years past 

Dale has been a skilled crank bait 

fisherman with top weights as a result.  

However, over the past few years Dale 

as slowed way down, honing his jig 

skills and focusing even more on the 

shaky head.  This shift to slower fishing 

has helped him stay at or near the top 

tournament after tournament.  On 

Kentucky, Dale would use his shaky 

head to bring in 8 largemouth for a total 

combined weight of 14.91 pounds.  Not 

the biggest bags of fish but just enough 

to keep Rick out of the money as Rick 

had 14.80 pounds…those baby turtles in 
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the live well instead of the bass’s 

stomach may have cost Rick a few 

bucks. 

 

Our third place finisher has yet to pay all 

of his club dues so maybe he should be 

disqualified.    Josh Cole was paired 

with last year’s club champion, Mike 

Sherley.  Mike has had a slow start to 

2011 comparatively speaking, but Josh 

hadn’t fished one club tournament until 

this one.  Josh would capitalize on this 

start fishing deeper water behind the 

boat while Mike continued to fish 

shallower.  Josh was overheard saying 

that his numbers were lower than Mike 

but his quality was much better.  Josh 

only weighed 6 fish, all largemouth, for 

a combined total of 18.89 pounds.  That 

total included First Big Fish, a 4.92 

pounder.   

 

Gary Melson started out the year by 

coming in second at Cumberland.  His 

co-angler finished in first place.  As 

mentioned above, Gary’s co-anglers 

would go on to finish in the money at 

both Rough and Green while Gary was 

shut out both times.  This tournament 

would be different as Gary fished some 

of his favorite spots to finish over 6 

pounds ahead of third place for a total 

combined weight of 25.04 pounds with 2 

limits (10 fish) over the two days.  This 

total included Second Big Fish, a 4.66 

pound largemouth.  Hey Gary did I have 

to measure any of your fish this time?  I 

think not…way to keep the Weigh 

Master happy.  Rick will receive a check 

as he and Gary win Top Boat honors. 

 

The first two tournaments of the year did 

not include one of the club’s most 

consistent anglers, as well as a multi-

time club champion, Lee Gruner.  Lee 

failed to fish at Cumberland or Rough 

and some were questioning whether he 

would fish the club much at all this 

season.  Last month at Green Lee 

showed signs of things to come as he 

finished in third place.  Much like Gary, 

Lee has his favorite spots in Jonathan 

Creek that generally help him finish high 

at the scales.  This year would be no 

different as Lee would match Gary with 

two limits.  Lee’s bags would be just a 

bit heavier with a total weight of 26.42 

pounds that included a 4.40 pounder, all 

largemouth.  Welcome back to the club 

circuit and the top of the leader board 

Lee! 

 

A few notes from the Back Seat… 

 

Kentucky Lake in May is one of the 

most popular spring destinations in the 

Southeast.  As a result we generally have 

difficulty finding good, reasonably 

priced, accommodations.  As a result the 

club leadership may be suggesting that 

we go ahead and reserve spots at 

Kenlake before the end of the summer.  

They take reservations up to 3 years in 

advance.  However, that would mean we 

would be committing as a club to 

Kentucky again next spring.  Not an 

issue for most of us I am sure, but this 

will be discussed at the meeting in June. 

One other point of discussion will be 

how to remove a hook embedded in the 

gullet.  David had a fish at the scale with 

a jig head stuck in the fish’s mouth.  He 

did not want to hurt the fish by just 

yanking it out.  About 3 years ago I saw 

Doug Stange from In-Fisherman 

Magazine explain how to easily remove 

the hook by going through the gills.  

Many of us have been taught the gills are 

fragile and should not be handled.  The 

biology says that the gills are tougher 

than most fishermen think and removing 

the hook is much better than just cutting 

it off.  It is very easy to do by sliding 

your fingers through the gills, gently 

pushing down and sideways on the top 

of the hook, and popping the hook out.  

For a diagram of how this is done check 

out:  http://www.electric-

bass.org/throughTheGill.htm .  It really 
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helps bass mortality if you entirely 

remove the hook.  

Finally, we will be reviewing the rules of 

the Team Tournament at the June 

meeting.  If you have questions or 

concerns about this tournament please 

make every effort to attend. 

 

FUTURE TOURNAMENT INFO --- 

 

Next up:  

Ohio River (Cox’s Park) assuming the 

rain stops – Saturday June 11
th.

  
NOTE: This is NOT the family picnic date.  

That will happen in September. 

 

Followed by 

Nolin Lake – Saturday July 9
th.

 

 

NEXT MEETING DATE & TIME:  
Our June 2

nd
 meeting and all monthly 

LMBC meetings will be held the 1st 

Thursday of the month, 7:00 P.M. at 

Harrods Creek Fire Department in 

Prospect.   

 

Directions to Harrod’s Creek Fire 

Department:  

From I-264 take Hwy 42 (Brownsboro 

Rd.) East toward Prospect. Once near 

Prospect, just as you pass over the 

Harrod’s Creek Bridge, the fire 

department is located approximately 500 

yards on the left.  

 

Work is for people who don’t know how 

to fish…which is why I have a job.   

 
Greg. Schultz 

 

Contact Info: 

Joe Howard 

El Presidente’ 

Cell: 645-7555 

E-mail: joe.howard@insightbb.com 

 

Todd Scott 

Secretary/Money Launderer 

Cell: 429-0129 

E-mail: tscott@parker.com 

 

Greg Schultz 

Weigh Master /Novelist/Kat Fan 

Extroadinaire’ 

Cell: 457-0170  

E-mail: ugly_stik_mh@yahoo.com 
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